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W or Witch, 
AND ' 


have Recourſe to thoſe who are ſuch 


(or are ſuppos'd to be ſo) to ſeek Relief 


from them, in any Cafe whatever, 


. of this lapicty. 
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ur Candour will patdon 2 4 . 
Fault in me, than any, I hope, 
I ſhall be ever willing to commit 
Aa gqaiaſt the Rules and Laws of Friendſhip 
and Honour. gy 
Lis my giving you the "FR of Read- Ty 

ung a Jong Leiter, = 1 now ' beg york EX 
cuſe for. l 
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The Neceſſiy of ſending it to you, meet- | 
ing with... your Generous Coilty,. your 
Chriſtian Temper, and Endearing Sweet- 


neſs of Diſpoſition, will be a full Dele. 


ery of all the Guilt I can be ſuppos d to 


have contratfed by its length. ; 


My Houſe having been lately broken at 
1 Midnight: my being bound Hand and Foot 
(and my Servants too) and robb'd, has 


rais d variety of Reports in the Country. 


Some baſely Reporting, That I would 


x eafily get my Plate, Money and Goods a- 
gain: Meaning, by Intimations which they 


give by Conjuration; or, by exerciſing that 


Black and dccurſed Art of dealing with 
them that have Familiar Spirits. « — 


And to confirm the Probability of their 


Suppaſition, they do not ſtick to ſay, that 
That was the Reaſon why I was ſo Cheer- 
Jul and Eaſie during the Rovbery, and 


talk'd fo freely with the Robbers : And 
the Reaſor too why 1 have been fo ever 


ſince. 
Nay, ſome have not fail d to rade u- 
to put about a Report, That my Money, 


Goods and Plate were dukt back o 


me again. 


Others, bag Weed baving that 
- Pon of Learning, that they _ 1 


l 


5 be done 3 That. . 


Detected and Expor d. . 
All that J have hitherto id in my De- 
1 is this : That I would not do it to 


Lee my Life; to gain the Univerſe, or 


Ten Thouſand World.. 

My dear Couſin, the Care that 1 ought 
to — of your Soul, as my Pariſbioner, 
as well as my Relation, and my Friend, 5 


makes me willing to {peak to you 4 little 


more Affectionately, and Tenderly, and 


Cloſely upon this Von And to ſet you 
right in it. Td 
Conſider with me a little that place, 15 
| Levis, xx. 6. The Soul that turneth after 
ſuch as have familiar Spirits, and after 
 Wizzards, to go a whoring. aft er them, 
I will even ſet my Face againſt that 
Soul; and will cut him off from among 
Ii. People. 3 | 
Now, tho' I can (by Divine Aid) meek- 
ly, ſweetly, and temperarely bear the De. 
Jamation and Reproach, as far as concerns 
my /elf, (Rejoicing in the Mark and Cha- 
aller of my Maſter, Relying on his Croſs, 
having it in my view, to ſwecten my A/. 


liclion, to calm my Paſſtons, to break my 
own Will, to beat down Self. love, and to 


draw from that Fountain fuch Grace as 


is neceſſary to lead a Chriſtian, that is a 


Crucified Life) yer becauſe the Honour 
ot God, the „F of the Church, the 
, 8 5 3 2 Safety 


8 er as Ht 24 WR A+ you Vow, TO ONT 


The BLack ART - 
Safety of many Souls who may be miſ. 
led by the ſuppos'd Example, are con- 
cernd; T ſhall not only demonſtrate to 
vou the Deteſtation and Abhorrence I have 


2 


of this matter, but endeavour upon this 


occaſion to redifie a great Miſtake in the 


OE... 
And I ſhall Plead the Cauſe of God — 
Labour to deſiroy the Works of the De- 


11, which was the great Bu/rneſs of the 


Holy 7e/zs into the World, 1 St. John iii. 
8. To diſcover this great Deluſion and 


Cheat of Souls, that endangers often their 


Fverlaſting Intereſt, that draws them off 
from their A/legiance to God, deſerves a 
Forfeiture of his Favour and Protection, 
and puts them into a Correſpondence and 
Commerce with the Devil: I mean, the 
bring, or defiring to be a Wizzard or 
the ſeeking to them that are, and that in 
ff] 7 
place mention'd (Le- 


Againſt hic, the 


1 * 


bit. xx. 6. and many more as you ſhall 
pPteſently ſee) is, one would think, 2 
| dreadful Diſſuaſive. The Soul that, &c. 
By Wizzards are meant thoſe that uſes 
any Conjurationt, or Witcherafts, by Com- 
Fall, Correſpondence, Commerce, C * [ec 


Dekocked aud Expo d. 7 
racy, or Familiarity with the Devil, or any 
Evil Spirit of his Kingdom, 
A thing which thoſe that expect a Hea- 
venly Kingdom, from their Father which 
is in Heaven, ſhould tremble to think of, 
2 ſo much as once defi re do put in Pra- 
__—_ | 
We that belong to another Vor /i; We 
chat call Chriſt our Lord; We chat pray 
his Kingdom may come; We that e- 
noundd the Devil and his accurſed Spirits 


in our Baptiſm; We that have been ſan- 


ified by the Holy Spirit of God; We 
that have been 12 by it to the Day of 8 


Redemption, (Epheſ. iv. 20.) We whoſe 1 
Converſation, or Citizenſhip, or Freedom = 


is in Heaven; That We ſhould Act con- 
trary (or conſent to 2 def re to Act con- 
trary) to all rh:s, by applying our ſelves 
to the accurſed Sp iris of Darkneſs, or 
their Agents, as is diſmal, this is de- 


plorable; and deſerves to be lamented FE 


with Tears of Blood. 

I ſhall therefore once for all, et this i in 
2 true Light before you, by the Afjiſtance 
of that Holy Spirit of God, which is 
_ _ contrary to the e and the Spirits 
of Darkneſs, 

And when you once ſee the horrible 
mm of bring, or E to he a Wiz- 
A4¾A 


8 be Black Ar 
 zard, Conjurer or Witch , or, of being 
engaged in any Confederacy, League, Fa 
miliarity, or Compatt with the Devil; and 
withal, have a clear and tender View of, 
and in a cloſe and piercing AO; con- 


ſider the great Wickedneſs too o 


Get thee behind me Satan; but with 


St. Peter too, preſently turn the Iream 

of your Thoughts and Paſſions another 
way, and as a proper Cure of all ſuch 
Tendencies, ſay quickly with him, Lord, 


thou Rnoweſt that I love thee, 


© That you may do this the more c. 
fettually and tenderly, I muſt recommend 
to your deepeſt Thoughts theſe five or fix 


Things. 


I. I ſhall defire you to conſider with a 
trembling Spirit, the Threatnings (and 
conſequently the Hatred) of the holy G 
againſt it. I mean, not only of being, or 
de ſiring to be a Wizzard; but of ſeeking 


and applying to them that are ſuppos d tc 
es „5 


ſeeing 

70 them, whom you ſuppoſe to be ſuch, _ 

in any Caſe whatever: I know you'll 
ſtart back, and with a pious Irembling, 
not only defire to ſay with our Lixd, 


2 How 


Dereted and * * LY 


4 How ſercrely he has bald * 


1 Conſider, tis in ſome meaſyre to de- 
ſert and diſown the Sovereignty of God, 

and advance the Dominion of the King- 
dom of Darkneſs, 


— "Tis 2 going contrary to our r Bap- 
tiſmal Vow and JONI, = 0 


5 fis! in a great degree the 70 off 

: « Proteclion, aud doubting of the Care 

and Providence of the holy God, and of 

a tender Father; in hopes to find a better 
Friend 1 in the Devil. 


Tis to chuſs. Iniquity rather than 
been Theſe are things that ſtrike 
Horrour in the very mentioning of them. 
And certainly an Impiery that has all theſe 
diſmal Aggravations and Dangers in it, 
ſhould be abhorr d, ſbunn' d, and trem- 

bled at, beyond the ſtanding on the Brink 
ofa Rock, or before the Mouth of a Can. 
Lon ad to be diſcharg d. 1 
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Confider firſt the Threatnings (and/con 4 
ſequently the Harred) of the holy God | 
place before quoted, Lævit. xx. 6. but in ( 

the laſt Verſe of this Chapter, (Lev. xx. 27 7 

A man or woman that hath a familiar 1 1 

Spirit, or that is a Wizzard, ſhall ſurely fl a 

be * to death : they ſhall ſtone ther: n 

teith ſtones: their blood ſhall be uon fl { 

D ! 

Thus Lever. xix. 3 1. Regard not then fl 

that have familiar Spirits, neither ſee} 90 
after Wizzards 10 '# defiled by them | tt 

Hani Led ur Gat 1 
Neirher ſeek after them It ſeems the 
yary feeking after them is to be defiled | w 

And fhall the Holy and Eternal Go! co 

Iock down from the Manſions of Glory, MW an 
and ſee bis Sovereignty, Proteflion and ea] 
Care of you caſt off, lighted and d/ , uy 

regarded by you? Or not Humbly, ad M 
with Re/ignation depended on in the uſe U ye 
of lauſul, juſt and prudent Means? be 
Shall He, from whom you expect % 0 
much as you do, ſee you ſeeking to Wiz F 

_ zards, and defi'd by them? I 


ye Ble ed Children o 


be aid to thoſe who are an |; Abomination | 
t9 Yin? 3 


Detected and Expos d.. an 


Stall He ſee you caſting off bis Domi- 
nion and Providence, who like a tender 


Father has ſo long taken Care ſor you? - 
and promiſed to do it all along; and to 


bear your Charges home to the end of your 


Journey: Let becanſe of ſome Affliction 
(which he deſigns for wiſe, and good, and 


merciful Ends to you) you'll now con- 
ſent to the deſerting him; and turn away 


and ſeek to the Accurſed Spirits of Dark. 
_ neſs; and to W:zzards, who are Corre- 
£ ſpondents with them, and conſent” to be 
deſil d by them 


Won you have this aud: wy you, 


charg'd upon you, remembred of you at 


the Reſurrection, with 4 Depart from” me, 
I know you not? 


Yet how juſtly may. he ſay this to you, 


_ who thus departed firſt from him. 


Nor ſhould you ever ceaſe renderly to 


confider; that the conſulting Wizzards, 


and them that have familiar Spirits, is 
calld an Abomination fo Chg Lord, Deur, 


Kyiii. 11, 12. 


And how unlikely 15 it, chat the Come, 


$Y, 


my Father, ſhould a : 
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Conſider with me next, How 6 ſevere) 


LE be has pumſh'd this. 


It colt Sau! his Lite, thengh: 2 Xiog, | 


1 Chron.x. 12. So Saul died for his Trans- 


greſſion which he committed againſt the 
Lord, and alſo. for asking Counſel of one 
Ibat had a familiar Spirit to enquire fit; 
and enquired not Us the Lord: Thereſorc D 
0 be flew him. - 
And if ke New bim, tho a King for 


e e Wizzards, (them that had fa- 
miliar Spirits.) 1 need not ſtay to ask. 
bow juſtly the /ame Aclions may draw 
999 the ſame Vengeance. 


And if not the ſame Vengeance | in this 
lower World; then, without a deep and 


render Repentance, and an unfeigned Re- 


turn to God, that Vengeance which St. Jude 
peaks of; Which is infinitely more to be 
T2 "d, than a preſent temporal Death. 


I mean, ze Fence of Eternal Lije, 
Jude 7. 


I To this lance 1 mig ht add the Anmel ; 
' Caſe of Manaſſeb, 9 a. King, who ſo 
provoR'd the Lord to anger, by the ſame 
Abomination, (2 Kings xxi.6.) by dealing 


with faniliar Spirits and Wizzards, that 
be 


A 


BS 
) . 
» 
L 
8 
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he drei down Tudgments on Himſelf and 
his Kingdom. 


Ning; themſelves having been thus ſe- 
verely puniſh'd, tor ſeeking and applying 


to thoſe who bad familiar Spirits , the 
ſame Impiety in you would not only de- 
_ ſerve the ſame, but Jeverer and "oor fe 5 


Judgments. 


For, with a e ſoft at elle 
nate Heart conſider, you have had a clearer 


| Revelation, and have had Life and In- 


mortalit 7 brought to Light, by the coming 
ef the 


aly Jeſus, 2 Tim. i. 10. 
And ſhall we, who more pretend to be 


| ed by the Spirit of God, turn away from 
hirn, to be led by them that conſult with. 


familiar Spirits, and the accurſed Spirits 
of Darkneſs ? 


And: to make it a Heap and Conjuga- 


tion of many Impieties together, not only 
caſt off the Divine Protection, diſreſpect 


the good Providence of your God, ith 
blame his Conduit, refuſe Subm:/fion to 
his Hiſdom, and bis // in Aﬀiiions 


not only turning away from the Spirit, 

to the Spirits of Darkneſs ; not cheer- 
fully acquieſcing in his Aids, Directions 

and Confolations; not only departinę from 
him, whom we would not have to ſay to 
us, 2 20 ſrom me, in the Day of Judg- 


ment: 
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| Vainghry'y or Malice, or Envy, Impa- 


Tenet; of Immortification of Spirit; Cove- 
 roufneſs, or Diſcontent; and want of Pe- 
leber on, and Re ſignation to God in 


No the ule of. juft and /awfu/ means. 


What a 22 7 and Knot of . | 
up in the Proſecution of 
one Enough to /ink a dee e n= 


are here houn 
0 Ws * of Wien 4 
een e 4 vi. 


he / Thar "is in ſome 8 to deſert ED 
Zia the Sovereignty of God, and ad- 
vance the Kingdom of Darkneſs, L have 


before hinted. 


But then if we will thus caft off ab - : 
foiſe, and grow weary of the Providen- 


tial Care and Protection of God; weary 


of our Dependence on him and. Refig- 
nat ion to him; and will run for Help b 
and Aid, Relief, and Cure, and Satisfa- 


faclion, and K nowledee, to the Devil and 


his accurſed Spirits; if inftead of ſubmit- 
ting to his il, and to his Wiſdom, in 
Alfflictions in the ſole uſe of /awful, ratio 


nal, natural and prudent means, we run 
to theſe: har is * un to ſuppoſe 
e hy that 


ment: But al ſo (to compleat the Wicked" 
neſs) all this to proceed from Pride or 


eee lee eee ee 


 Detelfed ard Exposd. Ig 
that his Enemy and ours will be inder to 


us than our God ? 


Whereas we never enough confider, 


(never, with a Thought deep, and. cloſe, | 
and prercing enough) that our God has 
ind and wiſe, and good ends in Afi- 


ions, and merciful De/jens; and the De- 


vil nothing but ev! Ends, and damning 


Defigns upon us, if he do remove them : 


Nor can he do that, without the Perm/- 


ſion and Leave of our God and Father. 
And then what a Phrenay and heighth 
of Folly, as well as Wickedneſs 4" Im- 


ſiety is it, either to Dope, or but to cen. 


ſent to try, whether the Devil will be a 
| better Friend to us than our Gd? 


Tis true, indeed, in Loſſes, Diſeaſes, 
and other Afflictions, we may and ought. 
(as I have hinted) to uſe rational, and 


prudent, prom and diligent, juſt and dijo 


-reet Means and Care for gut Sur ief alia, 


Relief 714 Eaſe of them. 


And tometimes God habe fit to direct 
ts to the rigbi, and ſamerimes he does 


vat: Sometimes he thinks fit to bleſs the 
Means, and ſometimes he does not. 


But whether he does or does nct direct 


us to, and bleſs and ſucceed the Means 
bor our Relief, or Eaſe 4 Satisfaction, or 
G fil he has 3 and 1 and 


Fat berg 
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beverly, and tender, and conpaſſonate 


d, ns and Ends in it. 


Bur in recourſe, and going to Wired, 5 
and accurſed Spirits; the Devil has none 


but i Ends, and horrid Deſigns, in the 


Relief and Succeſſes that he gives (if he 


gives any:) And, if poſſible, for each 


Kindneſs he does, would have a Soul 3 


Damnation. 


80 Kat the very Afflidtions of our God, 5 
are ten thouſand times more chooſable, 
than any Relief we can have of them 
from W1zzards, or thoſe accurſed People, 
that treat or are in league with the Spt- 


rits of Darkneſs. 


Nor can the Devil, or his Agents, offi 
us without God's Per miſi on. Or without 
that, relieve or caſe, or dire& Any to any 
part of eee Knowledge, or Infor- 


nation. 
And if God in Judgment permit this; 
permit, I mean, ſome to be /educ'd, and 


to confide in, and rely upon the Devil and 


his Agents; and to caſt off bis Sovereign 


ty, Providence, and Protection, ſuch are 
Within an Ace of his Clutches, and ever- 


Jaſting Damnation. 


So infinitely are Aflidions and Cha- 4 
N ſtiſements from a tender Father, to be 
prefer d wn 11 Reli = or Satisfatior, 


OT 
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| ot'Eaſe from the Devil, or his Agitis : 


Our God having nothing but mw! 7 And 


good Ends when be affifls ; and the Devil 
nothing but dreadful! and uceurſed De- 
fiens when he relieves, of informs, or 
aids, of eaſes: If he do it at all. Nor, 
can he do it at all without the Divine 
Permiſſion, | . 


Which alone were enough to make 4 


aſhamed, and ſtart, and tremble at the 
Phrenzy, the Danger, the Imprudence of 
| having any recourſe to Wizzards, and 


their accurſed Agents; in any cafe what - 


4 vil, 


I bere is another dreadful Inpieiy in it, 
never ſufficiently conf{der'4 or laid to 


Heart by the World: Which no Perſon 
that has been concern'd in it, can reflecl 


on with an z#nbroken Heart, and an unre- 


lenting Spirit. That tis a going contra» 


ry to our Baptiſmal Vow and Covenant, 
That ſacred Vow we all made, when we 


were mercifully received into the Family 


of our Saviour; receiv'd into his Church, 
kindly admitted into his King dom of Grace, 


In order to his Kingdom of Glory: Thar 
facred Covenant we entred into with God, 
when we took our 1 ep for * Fo 
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Then we renoune'd the Devil, and alt 


© Works of his; all Correſpondence with, 


and Recourſe to; all Dealing and Com 


merce with hire, or his Imps and A- 


gents. 


reſpond, or deal with him now? Or trea- 


cheroully ſide of Joy with them hat 


4 


when we can conſider, how much. he ten- 


ders us, or how little: And how Puna 


leis a thing it would be, to expect Hea- 
ven at 2 cheaper rate, than one poor, 


| ſhort Life of Loyaliy, Obedience and Love 5 
n 
We that then promiſed to continue "OY 


2 hſul Soldiers and Servants to our 
Lives end, (hall we now throw down his 
eaſie Toke and light Burthen, when it 
does begin to pinch a little? Shall we 


caſt down his Croſs when our Faith and 
Love is a little try'd? And take part with 
| bis and owr grand and implacable Enemy? 


So implacable as never to be content and 
ſutisſied without our Erernal _ and 
wee Damnation. BE 


And if! v we Glemnly. renounced him, 
then ſhall we make a Covenant, or N 


We that promiſed to fight nant 
: wither the Banner of our God and Sor 
our, ſhall we defert him now 2. Now, 


And | 
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And if you will. this deſert your God, 
conſider, j ham has he done you; 
that von ſhould leave him? It may be he 


as afhifled vou; and you hope the De- 


vil will relicvs you. But I have an- 
ſrrer d this alteady. He afflicts for lobing 
Ends: The Devil (when: he can relieve). 
does it only for damning Ends Nor can 

he relieve. or help without God's er. wy 


2 
The Afflictions of a wiſe and good Fa- Fa- 


thet, ate mereiſully intended; and, in 
due time, with our rational and prudent 


Means, and Prayers to him, he will re» 
move them; | 

Ot, if he do not remove. them, tis on- 
ly becauſe tis beſt for us not to have them 


remou'd, And then I would only ask this 


Queſtion: If God think fit to take any 


thing from us, is it fit we ſhould deine 
0 IP” it 8 


4 VL 


And n now give me leave 1 to as again : 


You that renamed the Devil and all 
Works and Agents of his; when you were 


kindly, and mercifully; and moſt endear- 


4 "ly admitted into the Family of your Sa- 


E viour, 


20 e BTAck ARr 
viour, before you new it, or could beg 


it; and before ſo many thouſunts of the 


World, who never had'that Happineſs ; 

will you now clofe with him whom you 
then renounced? Will you treat wich 
him? Will you coverant with him? Will 
you conſent with him? Will you joyn, or 


any way. take part with him (or with 
them that do all this) only becauſe you 


would remove an Afliction which à ten. 


der Father Aindly ſent, and can remove; 


and which the Devi. cannot remove with: 
out his Leave: And if he do give Leave, 
tis to your infinite and eternal Danger. 

And after all, tis but what your God 
will remove himſelf, when the Time 
comes that he fees 718 beft for you: And 
he will then direct you to the proper and 
the be Means, and will hear your Pray. 
ers, and bleſs your ee and Ap- 
1 cations, 

Nay, when that Time comes in * 
he ſees it beſt for you, he will anſcwer 
your Deſires, and relieve and eaſe yon 
without Means or make it ap ſome 
other wa 

Come ls ood Sir) turn all this Anwar 
and with a 5 and melting, a tender and 
relenting N n e 


Why 


Detelfad end Br p. nn 


Why, 0 why, (m 1 ng all we de- 
ſert ſuch a F ather ? 
done us? 


The leaſt Kindneſs the Devil . us 


| (or ſeems to do for us) he would have our 


Damnation for it: The leaſt Affliction our 


Father gives us, he means the eee = 


our Sa/vation by | on 
The leaſt Aid, or E aſe the Devil gives, 


be gives it in Expellation of a Soul down 


to the Howlings of the damn d: The eat 
Afirtion our God gives us (or permits 
to be given us) he does it in Expedation 
and Deſire of fitting us for Heaven by it. 

The leaſt Kindneſs the Devyl. The his 
Agents) does for any, it gives him a beter 
Iitle to a Soul: The lea Aflicſlion à ten- 
der Father gives, tis either to awaken a 


Soul, or rouſe it; or hedge in its way to 


bim; or to make it cry after him as a 
Child does when a Father hides his Face a 
little z or for other wiſe, and good, and 
boly Ends. 

= mand you apply your If to the 
«curſed Spirits (ot their Agents) and de- 
ſert ſuch a Father? _ 


Lask again; What Unkindneſs has he is 


done you? What I:7zry bas he done you? 

ror when all is done, his Kindneſſes and 

rale arg a thou yer times more than 
by W 


hat Lnjory, hath be 


' 
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his Affillion,; and his Ain vo- 
ne aur aa TIME. | 
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3 = RY —w_ 
* * ko 4 4 ; 4 ' e 


en 


eee  dreadhal Adrian mY the 
being or deſiring to he a Wizzard, Con- 


jjurer, or Witch ; or ſeekeng to them tha: 
are is this: 'Tis in a great degree, a caſi- 
ing off the gd and the Frovidence 
| of G "x | 


And would you do an Allen, b Which 


you ſhould ey deny, or e Ppiſe his 


7 Providence + 2 


Do you think be has: forgot, or leg el 


1 to govern the World ? Beezuſe ſomethings 
do not 29 as you would have them: Or, 


Becauſe he ee ſome neaſi ie things to 


 befal you. 


Do you imagine, That he chat take 


care of Sparrows, ſs that not one of them 


ſhall fall to the Ground without him; 
Thar numbers the very  Hairs of your 


Head, that he takes no care of the World, 
or has caſt off the Government of it ? Or. 
that he has wholly Jet it to the Devil? 


Or, Are you willing he ſhould leave it 


to the Devil, and his Agents, 3 
70 are willing to 29, 10 them for Hey and 


Remed) 1 
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1 Remedy, for Relief or Eaſe ? (who, as I 


have 
leave; and for every thing they do, would 
damn a Soul.) 


id, can do nothing without God's 


Or, If you do own his Proteflion and 


Providence, and Wiſdom; yet are you 
willing to aft it off; and think the De- 


vis would be better? 


Or, Are you willing to truſt him far- 


ther than your God © 


Theſe are Queſtions ad Inquiries, that 


ſhould be enough to melt and break the 
moſt bard aud Nenie 1 Heart in the 
World. ; 
What has the Devil done for you? > And 5 
what has your God left e er ? Who 
ſent his Son to die for that Soul that the 
Devil would cheat you of : And W eto 
ſends an Aflidion to make you ſtill the 


more careful of that Soul: And the De- 
vil would remove it hed to * e to 
torment it for ever. 


X 


Bp now if you pleaſe een truſt your 
1 Enemy, farther than a compa/ſ- 
ſionate Father: Put your ſelf under his 
Core ang Protet7ion; ſeek to him for D- 

; B . redion, 
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rellion, A | /etonce and Aid; joyn and co- 


venant with him, or with them that doz 3 
if you can think him your better Friend, 


or, if he have done more for your Soul 

and Body : Or, if you think he means % 

well by remoping an Afliton, as your 

God does by giving it: When (Whats 
ſtill to be Wen he cannot remove 

- It without God's leave; and God will re- 
move it himſelf when he ſees it bef? for 
you: And till he ſees i ben, tis veſt It 

5 ſhould tak: 

God, as I before aid, has not given up, 


or left the Government of the World; He 
neither ſlumbers nor ſleeps 7 His Eyes are 


in every place, bebolding the Evil and the 
Good, Prov. xv. 3. 
Nay, more than that ; : ſhall there be Th 
Evil in a Cty, and the Lord bath rot done 

ut ? Amos iii. 6. 
You are to conſider, there i is tho Evil 5 
of Sin, and the Evil of Suffering. 

The Evil of Sin he is of purer Ey es 


than to bebo/d : Hg abominates it. The ” 


Evil of Sin is done, not by his paſit ive 
Will, but by his permiſſive ill : He of. 
ten permits it: Otherwiſe there could 
be no ſuch things as Vertue and Vice, Ke. . 

5 de and Funllnienir. he SE 5 


Bur 
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But the Evil of Suffering (or the Evil 
. of Afiliftion) directly comes from him: 
That is, he either. directly ſends it, or 

rmits it to befal us by the Hands or 
"Tongues of others: And in this he has 
| always infinitely wiſe and merciful, and 


good and ind ends to us: Which he 


clearly /ces, tho we ſee them not. 

He has tender and compaſſionate De- 

ſigns in them, while we murmur at them: 
-" 1 And while we impariently complain, and 

would fain go to the Devil, and his ac- 

| curſed 4 2 8 to croſs thoſe wiſe, and 
N compaſſonate Deſigns . Ends 
of God in then. 


But can you rell what theſe wiſe and | 
good Ends are? 

Yes, I can: 1 can tell you many of 
thaw” and he has a Thouſand more, And 
yer even but One of theſe I ſhall mention 
is ſufficient ſo far to recommend them to 
us, as to make us #:/s ihe Rod, and to 
look up to him with Love and Reſigna- 
tion, a to be e for them. 


0 XI. 


Tu in | Merg, and with infoirgly kind 
Pl gns be permity us to be /ometimes | 
affueted | 
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afflicted; ( whether it be by. Men, or in 
other Caſes) And ſeldom without One or 
Alt 100 theſe gracious, Ends, 


2 lt may be (and often 'S) to wean 5 
us from the World.” x 


\ 2. „ To try. our x Patience and Reſie Rader 
to his Will. > Beg PRE 


3. To Reform 1 ut ſhes amis 
in us; or, to . us e Nehmt. f 


1 4 10 e in our wa to him, (tho 
£ it be with Thorns.) 


916 "7% 3 k 


. To try whether we will Jove him 
as well when his Hand lies hard upon 
mein when it does not. 


e mite here, that be may y fare | 
NM beredfr. ; {2 


a 7. To try et by out Redfo eſe 
we can be content, that Heaven, and his 
Love, or his Obedience ſhould Colt us 


fomerhing. 
Theſe are ſome and te ſeesm more. 
Let 


Dateted and Expos . 
Let us give each of theſe a Hort and 


50 View : And then, beſides the hor- 


rid Impiety of //erking to the Devil or 


his Agents to remove an Aillion, fo 
well, ſo kindly meant to us by God; we 
bo. ſhould ſee Reaſon to Adore and Thank 8 


him for it: And mach rather (/g the 
Impatience of out Spirit by a Thankful 


Reſegnarion, than Croſs his Merciful De- 
ens. in it; and That by the moſt dread- 
ful Wickednek too. 1 


3 4 hs 
4 He Duets ehont an WT. Hon 
on ws to wean us from the World,” Hs 
It may be he ſeeg us ſet our Here 1b 
anno on ſomething of this lower World, 
tho we ſee it not: And he does not think = 
it ſafe for us to do 0. x 


When he ſees 2 to lick too 


cloſe to it, he ſends a Diſappointment, 
to raiſe our Affections there, where Ene. 


mies and Difappointments {hall never 
1 155 85 2 1 


2. He ſeehnng PTY it * 2 Kind 1 


: Trat of our Parience and Re ſig nation. 


Lou would fain chuſe what Part you 


hall a here: Not confidering enough 


that your God can chu/e better for you, 


thn you can 1 for your ſelf. Let him 


therefore | 
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then das 47 penſe as he pleaſes, who is 
the great ipenſe of the World. And 
perhaps he would this way try to bring 
vou to ſay with humble Lobe If . Tins : 
alt God, tet it be t TONS 


. At other times he lets an A icli 
fall gently. on us, ts bring us to Repen- 
tance; and to Reform ſomething be. ſees 
amiſs in us, though Wile it not our 


ſelves. 


And would we have 2 tender Father 5 

let us run on to the Sorrows of Eternity, 

without wy 55 or Check, or Care, or 
Notice? 


tur out of the Road to a /ovely Immor- 


ality, and he would kindly frike ws in 
again. This was the Caſe of David, 
Pal. cxix. 67. Before ] was afflidted # 
went aſtray + but ow - bave kept. ty = 


word. 9 


1 He ſornetliines ſends it to hedge in 
our way to him, tho with Thorns : Leſs 
than this, or other ſuch-like Methods, 
would not perhaps ſerve the Turn And . 
he ſees it neceſſary to chide us into Ref 16 
nal ion, or * other * 


-— $8 


t may be he ſees us about to 


ow er vr Ione re ere ee 
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5. Or, it may be, he Jets down an Al- 
fiction upon us, to try whether we 1017 


obe him as well toben his Hand lies hard | 
upon ts, as when it does not. 


And when Fob | in this reſpeft was try'd, ; 


he was found faithſul. He could as eafi- 
ly Bleſse and Thank, and Adore, and Love 
bind when he foot W as when he gave, 
Jo l. 21. 14 BY b 
And you your ſelf never ſufficiently 


confi der'd'' how unreaſonable tis to be 
troublid, that you have not one thing that 


you need not, when your Love and Thank- 
Julneſs to G 


ving receiv'd all you nerd. 


6. Ot if he pleaſe to ſend an « 4 oe 
to mite here, * be 17 Tere, bere- 
after, this is the greateſt kindneſs in the 
| World. Tis to bring thee to judge thy 
el, that thou may'ſt not be 10 And 
you Il fly in the Face of the Phyſician, be · 
ſte his Phyſik” is unpleaſin ant to the 
rattle. -. 
And if be bas E — to chuſe thte 
| Fries the Furnace of Aﬀlition, (Ifai. xlviii. 
10.) do not chuſe the Sorrows of Eter- 
nity by cro/fing his mercitul Defigns, in 
going to a Wizzard to ſeek thus to re- 
move the kind Affliction. 


©; 5: And 


od ſhould be greater for ha - 
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ND 7. And then, Sa Ph and l, th, 1 5 
ne ſometimes ſends us an Afi 
Exerciſe our Paſſus Graces and * 
whether; 4 can be conte nt, that his Obe. 
 dienge. and his Love ſhould coft us fome- 
thing. This puts an opportunity. imo ur 
- Hands, to. Thank Him, that he has given 
us any thing that we can loſe for him: 
* above all to cotſidex, that whatever 
; may loſe for him, we ſhall never loſe. 
& 4 And bee We, dn neu en 
top mee or God. 


— x 
17 e 7 4 
. A 


+ xl. 01 87 
| Theſe are 1 and your God has a 
| Thouſand more good Ends! in ſending thee 
an Afflalian. 
O that inſtead of eraſing theſe #ere#. 
ful Ends of God, and that by horridly n 
latofu! Means, we would — Alder 
the compaſſionate Defigns, and 640% and 
than Him for the Means. 
But, alas! inſtead of this, you will 
| have recourſe to the Devil, and his ac- 


curſed Spirits and Agents, to remove that 


Affliction which you ſhould thankfully re- 
cerve, and proufly improve. : 
8 the Devil or his Agents do (or can) 
5 = Tetieve 


E P 7 Ix 2 - : - od ag 
Bae ta —— —— — — rere — — 
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relieve you, as he expects the Damna- 
tion of your Soul for the Kindneſs, fo: 

your God would in due time (when it 
comes to be beſt) do it for you: And 
before | that Tine does come, knows it 
beft for you it ſhould be 47 it 16. Bur 
by that tine he will d:re@ thee to the 
Means, and bleſs them. Or if that Time: = 
| ſhould never come in this /ower Mord; 
and we ſhould never ſee the Means (for. 
removing an Affliction) beſt; tis then 
certain he deſigns a beer Time for it; 
and till That comes, tis beft not to have 
them her as xe. 
And now. deſert ſuch a Father if you 
can, when he only ſends Aflitfions for 
your good : Have recourſe to the Devil, 
or his Agents if you can, who only 
would remove them to Gaim, and aſcer. 
tain your Damnation. (Nor can he do 
That without your Father's leave.) 
And are you willing God ſhould give 
him /eave to Eaſe you at the Expence of 
your Saul Are you content God thould 
give him /eave to be your Phyſicien, at the 
hazard of your Eternal Damnation ? Or 
to be your afpftant Director and your In- 
former in any thing here; that you may 
be guided and directed by him home to 
the Sorrows of Eternity. 9 
e Rather 
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Rather fart back and ae at but 
the Thoughts of this: And whatever the 
Toſs, or the Temptation or the Afliction 
be, do but truſt your God: a little while 
longer: (And tis — a little while you'll 
be ahl to truſt him: Tis but a rte 0 
while you'll be able to he that you can 
tralt him:) And you'll ſhortly ſee a /. 
 tisfying and oy ee oo 1 in one or in | 
b both Worlds. Bek wy bc 


9 OT 


+ Xi. 


: "Tis another Ag ravation wel chis ks 
ful Impiety of having recourſe to Wize - 
garde, Conjurers and Witches, and treat- 
ing and dealing with them for Direction, 
Help or Eaſe in any Calamity. : | That 
tis o chuſe n rather” Than 45 . 
fliflion. _ 
Againſt This' we ate N in | holy 


Job, (Him who could bleſs God as well 


| when he t00& away, as when he gave). 
Job xxxvi. 21. Take heed ;, regard not Ini- 
quity, for this thou hat choſen rather 
than afflitlion. — 
And would you have This — — 4 Y 
of you when the Arch-Angel's Trump ſhall = 
found z and that Sound (hall mingle with 


#0 


vs 
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tte Crack and the Noiſe of the diſolving 
——_—_ et 5; 0412), 


Would you have this renembred of 


you not, and recounted among the wiſeſt 
and belt Beings of the upper /ovely 
World; where there is Joy over one 


inner that repenteth £ That you would 
chuſe the Iniquity of deſerting your God, 


rather than an Afiidn , though kindly 
meant to you, and mercitully dend 
and intended? That you would rather 
chuſe the hortible Iniquity of having e- 
courſe to the accurſed Spirits of Dark- 
neſs, to be eas'd of an AHidlion- Which 
if they can or do eaſe you of, expect the 
Damnation of your Soul in return, When 


all the while (as I muſt again ſay) your 


God would have cas'd ir in the uſe of 
Prayer, Diligence, and Lawful, Means 
in a little time: Or, it not, fees it beſt 
for you not to have it card as yet: And 
till his Time comes, tis not fir you ſhould = 
 defire it ſhould be in your's, 


Would you really accept of a Delive- 


rance from the Devil, or his Accur ſed 
Agents upon theſe Ternis? Ah, no. You 
Eo (your Fathers in Chriſtianity, and) 
tthe Patriarchs would not accept of a De- 
liverance from the Afliclions calt on 


C them 


: * * — — — 
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them by Men or Devils, that hoy might 
obtain 4 better Keſurretlion, Heb. "ub 
35: : 
"They would not accept of a -Dalive- 
rance, though a /awfal one: And would 
you accept of an unlawful and accurſed 


one? Would you accept of a Delive- 
rance from the wretched Spirits of Dark- 


wh who can give you none without 


s Permiſfon * And who for this 


Deliverance expect and defire no leſs 
than your Soul down to thoſe Torments | 
from whence there is 0 > Deliverance, | Ws 


15 NIV. 


And now let us look back again 4 ry 
tle to that place of Levit. xx. 6. And 


let us there obſerve one thing more. 


They that are, or deſire to be Wrz- 


 zards, or ſeek to them, I will even ſer 


my Face againjt that Soul, 7 the holy 


God. 


And very juſtly: When you firſt ſer fo 
ace 


5 your Face againſt him Ky in his 
for mercifully and kindly * you: 


Fly in his Face for giving you a Thou- 


= and good Things, and a Thouſand better 


 Promiſer 1 5 
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Promiſes; and gives you but one A, 
Hiclion or two, and that too in Tender- 
ads. Love and Marcy, io 

No wonder therefore he has been 
pleas d to ſay, I w// ſet my Face againſt 
that Soul: Lou firſt /erting yours againſt 

Him; deſerting Him; running from Him 

to his Enemies; diſotuning his Sovereign- 
ty, Protection, Care and Providence; go- 
ing contrary to your Bapti/mal Vow and 

Promiſe to him; advancing the Kingdom 

of Darkneſs, which his Son the Holy 

Feſus came to deſtroy; acting directly 
contrary to one great End and Deſign 
of his coming into the World. And 4/! 

This but to Repair a Loſs, Regain an 
| Eaſe, or Remove an Affliction; which, 
without God's ave, he has no Power to 
do, and which God ſent to a good and 
merciful End; and when that End is an- 

ſwered, will remove it: Which, till he 
fees beſt to do, tis not beſt for you to 

And now if you'll #y in his Face for 


this, Go, conſider and ſee who ir ſet 


his Face (againſt the other: Tour God 


cr” id: 
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A0 then the only Queſtion I have. 
to 24k upon this Head, is: When is it 


that you could be content to have him 
ſet bis Face againſt os? 
I will mention but For forts of Times 
and Doys which will come upon you: 
And would you have * ſet 12 21 Jou - 
in ee of theſe? : a 


4261. Would you haves bim i his Face = 
I you in the D ß x Aﬀphetion © Se 


, 


20 Or, in the Days of Proper? 2 
3: or, in 1 the Hour of Death ? 
5 o, in the b 1 Fudgmemt ? ? 


& | 


xb. 


Would you be content to bare your 
God ſet his Face againſt you in the Day 
of Aﬀiftion ? © 


This Day and Hour awakes every one 


| of us. And nothing will ſweeren or 


alleviate an Afittion ſo truly and ſo 
much as the ſecret, inward, joyous Ap- 
* prehenſions, that they come from a ten. 


det 


get 
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der Father, whoſe Wi/dim and Gordneſs : 


has merciful Deſens and Ends in them, 
though we ſee them not. The ſweet II. 


lapſes of the Divine Love with them, 


will make them ſupportable and ee. 


But how intolerable muſt an Afflietion 


be, how heavy the Load, and bow in- 
 ſupportable the Preſſure, when it comes 
with the Face of. tbe Lord ſet againſt us 
too, with juſt Apprehenſions of his Wrath 
and ST: 


This mult be a little [mage of Hell on 


Earth, a little kind of Foretafte, of the 
Sorrows of Eternity; an Image and little 
Reſemblance of that State, Where their 
Worm dieth not, an their Fire It not 


quenched. 


If in this Day and Hour of AMiftion 


it be thus inſupportable to have hig Fice 
ſet againſt thee, confider now how juſt 


tis it ſhould be ſo: When you firlt de- 


ſert Him; ſet your Face againſt Him; 
 rejedl or caſt off his Protection and his 
Providence; will not ſtay for his W:/- 
dom, and his Time, and bis Goodneſs to 
Relieve and Eaſe you, in his Bleſſing of 
prudent, juſt. 0, lawſul Means : But 
will look upon the Devi and his accurſed 
; LE as your better Friend ; and give 


2 your | 
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your ſelf up to be u/jiſted or reliev'd, 


eat d ot diretted * them, or their uren. 
1 0 : 8 ROOD - 
{Audi as little; ee odd ve 
have him et hzs Face againſt you, ot lie 


under the juſt Apprehenfion of his Di/- 


Pleaſure, and his Wrath, In the doys of . 

Prop verny. 

| Without the ſwoet 113 ofer & "> 
vine Love, and the nd well-ground- 
ed Hopes of the Care, Protection and Fa. 
vour of our God, and of the living in a 
State acceptable to him; there can be n no 
ſuch thing as Proſperity | in this Life. 

_ "The Stings and Gnawings, the Di ate. 
actions and Uneaſineſs ( 25 a guilty | 


will ſowre and imbitter all 4. 


of the World; mix Gall and Wormmwood 2 
with them. 9 
The true Sedatentſe, Serenity. and 
Tranguillity of Mind, is 'only the Reſult 
of thoſe Confolations which the Holy 
| Spirit of God gives upon an undiſſembled | 
Purity, Probity and Sanclity of Life, 
Ihe ſweet Emotions, the delicious R. 
"hee, and the holy Jo, which theſe raiſe 
in, 
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in, and leave upon the Soul are ſuch as 
no Enemy can reach or meddle with: 
cn Men or Devils cannot rake from 


"Ad wilt you part with theſe Emot ions, 
| Reliſhes and Foys, and give them up to 
him and his accurſed Spirits only to be 


eas d of an 4fiidion ſent you by a tender 


Father; to wiſe and good, and kind 

a; 

Would you think it a greater Kind. 
neſs from the Devi! to remove it, than 
etwas in God to ſend it? (When be cant 

remove it neither (as I have often laid) 
without the Leave of your God.) 

Will you truſt him farther than youll 
truſt your God ? And think that he will 
40 more for you than your God? That 
God who has given you a rho¹ſand Mer- 
cies for one Affliction ; And yet for that 
ane Aſfliction you'll deſert and /eave him; 
and forget all his other Mercies. = 

Let not this be ſaid or remembred of 


you at the Reſurrection, when the Crowns 


and Palms of er come to be dic 
; Pu of. LEY 775 
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Nor would you have the Face of God : 


ſet againſt you, ſure, when the cold Sweat = 


hall fit upon your Brotot; and your | 
mourning Relations ſhall ſtand round your 
Bedſide, and come and rake their /aft 
| leave of you: When nothing ſhall be ſo 
welcome to you as a Prayer- book; no Com- 
pan) like a Guide of Souls; no Imploy- 


went but Devotion z and you ſhall ſtand = 
l I” the Threſhold of a New-Woxld, By 
That 


time you would not ſurely have the 


Face of him ſet again} you, from whom 
vou will infinitely deſire the Approbation 
of well. done Good, Ke. And from whom 
you would defire the Character of Moſes, 


beyond all the Treaſures of the Indies, 
Joſhua i. 2. Moſes my ſervant is dead. 
And it you would not then have the 


Face of him ſet againſt you, from whoſe | 
Mouth you would in that Pay and Hour, 
pam and fizh, and languiſb for this 


Aͤpprobation; (O why) will you ſet your | 
' Face againſt him now? Truft his Enemies 


farther than bim now? Have pecourſe to 
them, and deſert him now? Join with 


then 


rr ̃ͤ ,, 
4 : 


rather than from him. 
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them againſt bim; and expect Relief or 
| Eaſe, Direllion or Affiſtance, from then 


And I doubt not but you'll fay, you 
would leaft of all have him ſet bis Face 
againſt you in the Day of Fudement, 
When the Arch-Angels Trump ſhall 
- ſummon the trembling World to appear 
before the Throne of God, and to come 
and take their /aft Sentence and Conſig- 
nation to their Eternal State; The Devil, 
whom you have recourſe to now, will be 
then your grand Accuſer. 
Hie whom you truſt fo far now, for 
Relief or Direllion, will lie hard and 
_ bitterly againſt you then; and be your 
implacable Witneſs, and that even for 
this too, OO WT on Of ne” 
| He to whom you go for Help now, 
will then very bitterly plead ths againſt 
you, That you did /o Then you will 
need an Advocate to anſwer his Obye- 
dlions e And this Advocate you'll deſert 
and provoke now; and draw him to ſet 


bis Face againſt you : Hoping by ſeeking 
to the Devil in need, that he would-be 
kinder to you than your Gt. 
Ho ſhould but the bare mention of 
ſuch things as theſe, ſet the gur{ry Soul a 
TY TN = qpremblings 
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. Wenig ? And make it appear evil and 
bitter to him, thus to have forſaken the = 
Lord, in any Degrees or Meaſures, Jer. 
il. 19. 5 
Come, rather accuſe your ſelf, and £ 
prevent the grand Accuſer : And humbly, 3 
And with Reſignation of Soul truſt b 
now on whom alone you are to traſt in 
the Hour of Death, and the Day of Tudg- A 
ment, ; 
DS > tremble ever at the Thoughts of - 
ttuſting him for any (the leaſt) Relief, 5 
Direction, or Eaſe, who for one Aﬀiittion | 
remov d, af he can and do remove it) ex- 8 
peel and defires you ſhould. bear the = 
| TO of e s 7 


8 5 NIn. os © 
The Cauſes of this Inpiety. 7 


fi in the laft place you would conſider 
deeply and tenderly ; with a cloſe and 2 
piercing Thought, the Reaſons of Mens 
groing way to this Impiety, of being or 
 elefrring to be a Wizzurd „or Conjurer, 


or ſeeking to them that are; this will 6 
make it appear more nende. and = 7 0 
e yet. ; 


| js: i | fa, 


Spirit; 
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; And fully tisone, orallof theſe Seven, A 


F Pride, or  Vainglory, 


1 Diſcontent. 2 


1 Malice, Revenge and Envy, 


Pi dhe. or an e, Love * of 


the World, 


5. . and Iamortfcaton of . 


6. Diſtruſl of the divine Providence. 


7 Want of Love to God: In Subnifion 5 
to bis Will, and to his Wiſdom, 


And no wonder if ſuch a cal 


produce ſo bad E Helle. 


1. Pride, of Vain ꝑlory. 


A Deſire of being thought 1 in 
Learning, or Knowledee above others, no 


| doubt, has given the Devil Tu: often 2 
far occaſion. | 


He 
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He himſelf i is a proud Spirit, and he is | 


willing to cheriſh that a/ſimr/aring Vice, 
in any. It threw him out of Heaven, 5 

and he would willingly have it throw 
_ others thence too. Whereas the fir Ver. 
tue of our Lord's Sermon, to countermine 
him, was Humility: Bleſſed are the poor 

in Spirit for theirs is the Kingdom of 
Heaven. © | 
But whata dreadfully miſtaken Excel. 
lency is this to be proud of: To have the 


Favour, Correſpondence, Affiſtance, and 


Guidance of the accurſed Spirits of Dark. 
ness, at the Expence of his Favour, in 
tobicb there is Life, Pſal. 305. And who 


has faid, Learn of me, for 1, een, ; [ 


| and lowly i in Heart. 


2. A ſecond Cauſe of this [mpiery, is 
Diſconent. 


An wneofie, and unreaſonable 1 
A tender Father for a thouſant Mer. 
eies, gives us (and ſees it neceſſaty to 
give us) one Afton: And we will y 
in his Face, becauſe he does: And run to 
the Devil for Help in Hopes, he will be 
Kinder to us. Whereas for the remove! 
4 one Affliction, he would bring ro us 
47 Os 


is 
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| q thouſand Miſeries for a thouſand Ages. 


While our God gives us a rhouſand | 
Bleſſings , and ſends us an Afficlion to 
bring us the ſafer home to ten n thouſand | 
more. 


pe XIX. 
Another Cauſe of this horrid Fawkety, 


is Ma/ice : Or Revenge and Envy z Spite 


and a bitter Spirit. 
This pleaſes the grand Enemy of Man- : 


kind extreamly: Likens our Spirit to his 
oton; and pre-diſpoſes Ms, and gives him 5 


advant age, 


Tis indeed a Tani ſo agreeable to 
his hawghty, implacable, and maticious 


Diſpoſition, as brings ſome preity near 
to him, before they have recourſe to g- 
__  zards and ſeek to them. And it pleaſes 
dim the more, becauſe tis a Diſpoſition 
ſo contrary to the Prince of Peace, and the 


God of Love. 
And if he can boil up the er Spirit 


| high enough to fit it to be deſerted by 
the Spirit of God; he will ſoon ſhew it. 
ways (if he be thus permitted) to revenge. 
an Lg. . 


And 
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And then be has a double Ty. upon 1 
them: Not only by the Vices of Ma. 
lice, Envy and kc Ro (which are ſo 
contrary to Hæoven, and the Temper that 
reigns in the Element of Love ) But he 
gains by them a dependence upon Him to 


afhft them in doing mifchief,, and to ob- 
155 that Malice. 


—— 211 is true, bleſſed be Gad. he does not 


nit this often: Vet he fonetimes does, = 


as he did in the caſe of ob. 


But then, if he do pe Berl this a little; 2M 
vil 'or his. Agents A 

to offiill Men, he always gives thoſe that 

To up to him, and depend on him, and 


Permit, I mean, he 


deſert him not, either à tony to eſcape; 


or ſomething berter than That would have 


been. 
And while I am "eaking of Revenge 
and Malice, and of the eager Sowerne/s 


of an impotent, reſtleſs and bitter Spirit, 


as one great Mot / ve, and Fitneſs, and Pre- 


diſpoſition, to be, or to defire 10 be a Wiz- 
Zatd, or to be Teeking to them that are; 
Let me obſerve one thing: The difference 
between the Spirit of theſe TOO * ow 


the ors of a Chriſtian. 
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The malicious Agents of the Devil Jeep 


not, (Prov. iv. 16.) except they haue done 


miſchief, and their fleep is taken away. 
unleſs they cauſe ſome to fall. COP 
But the Spirit of a Chriftian not on- 


” ſleeps ſweetly, but gains ground for 
e 


aven by his Enemy's Bitterneſe. His 
Enemy's putting himſelf back in his Ac- 
counts for Eterniiy, gives him an occa- 


ſion of adding ſome Fewels more to his | 
Crown of Glory: And he (the good Man) 


lays up a little more Treaſure in Heaven, 
by ſuch opportunities of exerciſing his 


Piety, Charity and Mercy. And while 
the bitter Spirit goes for the Aid of the 


Devil to miſchief and revenge his Enemy, 


the Chriſtian Spirit with ſweetneſs, eaſe 


and temper, looks up to him who ſaid, 
_ forgive them, they know not what 

they do. Ws 75 49421 
And when he does thus lot wp. to 


him, and to the new ſtrange lovely Wor/d 


of Beatified Spirits, that he may /mile 
upon each other in the Element of Love, 
can ſay : Bleſſed Feſu, grant I may carry 
my Enemies in my Heart to intercede 
for them, though they deſerve it not, 
ond haue baniſhd me from theirs; ar 
thow carrieſt me in thine, without re- 
1 |  garding 
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garding my unworthineſs : and that in 
all Circumſtances, whether good or evil, 


T1 may bave thy Croſs before my Eyes, 


to ſweeten my Aſliclion, to calm my Pa/- 


font, to break my own Will, to beat down 


_ Self-love, and to draw from this Fountain 
| ſuch Grace as is neceſſary to lead a Chri- 
lian, that is a crucified, Life. 


A fourth Cauſe of this Impiety of 


ſeeking to, and conſulting Wizzards , 
theſe Agents of the Devil, is Coverou/- 
neſs, and an eager Love of the World. 
As if when the boly God has permit- 
ted any thing to be faden from us, we 
would bave it again from the Devil, ra- 
ther than be toi bout it. 
1 ſhall not ſtay to lay all the diſmal 
Load upon this, that it would fairly bear; 
But only ſtay to 2 one humble Queſtion - 
When God thinks fit to rake any thing 
from us, is it fit we ſhould eagerly deſire | 
JJC  OORTT 
Much leſs is it fir we ſhould uſe the 
unlawful means of having recourſe to 
the Agents of the Spirits of ms 


gh!  DeteBed and Expos'd: 4) 
As if we would fend the Devil (if we 
could) to wreſt a Reſtitution out of Gods 
R B 


. Anothet Cauſe of this horrid Wicked- 


| eſs, is Impatience and Immortification of 
n 5 


- 
- 


We can eaſily fay with Joh, The Lord 


gave, Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord: 


t we have not Reſignation enough to 


| tay, The Lord hath taten away, Bleſſed = 


| be hrs Name. „ 5 
When indeed this would be the true 
and proper Time of the Trya! of our 
Allegiance, Fidelity and Love. To love 
Hin then, when his Hand lies a little 

„„ RC Nr Bay 


For, let him pleaſe but to permit your 
Health, or Good- Name, or Poſſeſſions, to 


be taken atoay, you'll run to the accurſed 
Spirits of Darkneſs, in hopes they will 
find a way to relieve you; and be linder 
to you than your God. Who, all the 
while, by an Affliction only defigns to 
turn your Eyes a little more cloſely to 


his Kingdom ; or to bedge in your way 


to it; or to /ead and conduct you the 
ſafer thither; or ſome othet Kindneſs of 


VVV 
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The next Cauſe of this Impiety is, Di- 
ruſt of ibe divine Providence. 
As if God had given up the Care and 
Government, and Condu of the World 


to the Devil : And you would thankfully 
receive from him and his accurſed Ao 


what your God in Love and Mercy has 


permitted to be taten from you; and 
will himſelf give again to you, or ſome- 
thing better tor it; if with humble Love 


. You depend on him. 


Or, as if, an 4 fi bion ſhould be thanx. 

fully receiv'd from God, you would ra- 
ther thankfully receive 2 Removal of it 
from the Devil; who, of himſelf too, has 

no Power to grant it: And if it be per- 
mitted by God to be granted by the Hands 
and Power of the Devil, or his Agents 
is Ml dreadful Fudgment , and not LY 


The laſt of the moſt common Cauſes r 
4 this Impiety is, want of Love to God; 
that would /. weetly mncline you to ſubmit 
to his ill and to his Wiſdom.” 5 
We ſometimes ſay we are willing his 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and Love and Care 
| ſhould chuſe for us, in all things: But 
yet we are apt to think we could he 

better tor c our ſelves: Nay, what's inh- 
nicely 
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nitely worſe than that ; ſuch as J am now 
ſpeaking of, think the Devi/ and his 


Wizzards and Agents, can chuſe better 


Sf OM ITIING 2 
And would you have this 7 pon or re- 
membred of you, and charg'd upon you, 
when the Arch-Angel's Voice ſhall mingle 
with the Crack and the Noiſe of the 
h ͤ 


100 5 To conclude, : 


Ilnſtead of ever giving the leaſt way to 
the leaſt Correſpondence with theſe Agents 


| of the Spirits of Darkneſs; I mean, in- 


ſtead of ſeeking to any Wizzard, Con- 
juarer, or Witch, in any caſe whatever, 
fart back and tremble at the Thought. 
And thank your God, That he has g7- 
ven you any thing that you can 4% for 
him, be it Health, Poſſeſſions, or any 
thing elſe; rather than receive the jeaſt 
part of them from the Hands of the 
And in the uſe only of Rational, Na- 
tural, Prudent, Pious and Lawful Means, 
look up to a tender Father, who /ooks 
down and ſees your Needs and Dangers : 
And chearfull % on him, He will 
e Ns D2 aſſuredly 
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aſſuredly dired to the beſt 9 and 
bleſs them too: But then it muſt not be 
in hour 1! ime, but in hir. 

And if he do not preſently dired you to 
them, * tis becauſe he yer ſees it be/} you 
{hould not be direfed to them. 

Or If he do not think fit either to 4. 
5 rele you to them, or to bleſs them; tis 

(if you thus affefionately, and bumbly 
rely on him) becauſe he deſigns fome- 
thing better for you in Lien of it. 

And on this you may ſecurely reſt. 

So that (dear Couſin) it you, or any 
Friend of yours, ſhould by any Loſs or. 
Pain, Hardſhip, or Reproach; Hope, or 
Defir re; Fear, or other Paſſion, incline 


ever to a Thought of ſeeking to a Con- 


jurer, Witch, or Wizzard, do not in the 
leaſt conſent or yield to the Temptation, 
till you have read a few Leaves of this 
Book: And have &neel'd down, and have 
offered up to God theſe three ſhort 
Prayers following; which your deareſt 


Mother, the Chur ch, Pray recommends 


8 pep Uk, | 


J. Fourth | 


7 
7 


8 ken; . = 


Lard. Amen. 


8 
Fourth Sunday after Triaiſ 


FN God; the Proteflor of all that uf 


in thee, without whom not hinz is 


 firong, nothing is holy; increaſe and mul. 
tiply upon us thy Mercy, that thou being 


__— —_—————_— — 
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our Ruler and Guide, we may ſo 'paſs. 


II. 


Second Sunday after Trinity. 


Lord, who never faileft as help and 


through things Temporal, that we finally 

loſe not the things Eternal: Grant this, 
0 Heavenly Father, for Feſtus Chriff's 
. wes 906 


govern them whom thou doſt bring 


up in thy fledfaſt Fear and Love; keep 


me, I beſecch thee, under the Protection 
of thy good Providence, and make me to 


have 2 Fear and Love of thy 
Holy Name, through Jeſus Chriſt our 


* Sixth 
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„ 
Sixth Sunday fie E b. 
0 God, whoſe e Bleſſed Son was moni. 


fefted, Thr be might defliroy the 


| Works. of the Devil, and make ws the 


Sans of God, and Heirs of Eternal Life, 
Ferant us, we beſeech thee, That baving : 
this Hope we ma puriſie our ſelves even 
2447 he #s pure; That when be ſhall appear 
 egainwith Power and great Glory, we may 
be made like unto hin, in bis Eternal and 
Glorious Kingdom : Where with thee, 0 
Father, and thee, O Holy Ghoſt, be liveth 


and reigneth ever one God, W orld with. 
7 out end. Amen, 3 


ou Father, 2 
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